RECOLLECTIONS AND REFLECTIONS
investigation of the minerals yielded, however, surprising results : it was found, that several minerals containing uranium were more active than the same bulk of pure uranium. This suggested that there was something more radio-active than uranium in these minerals. They proved this in yet another way. They prepared from pure substances a body which had the same chemical composition as the mineral chalcolite, which is very radio-active, and found that this had only one-fifth the activity of the native substance.
M. and Mme Curie set to work to isolate the substance
or substances responsible for the very great radio-activity
of the pitchblendes, the ores from which the greater part
of the uranium used in commerce is extracted.    After
great labour they succeeded, in 1898, in extracting from
about two tons of pitchblende residues one-tenth of a
gram of an intensely radio-active substance which they
called radium.    The amount of radium in the ore is so
small, about one-thirtieth of a pennyweight per ton, that
its separation would have been impossible if the radiation
from the substance itself had not supplied a means for its
detection far more sensitive than any known chemical or
spectroscopic test.    Even so, the separation required much
time and work, and as M. and Mme Curie had very small
means and had to rely upon what they earned by teaching,
it was a hard struggle for them to find the time and money
required for this investigation.   Having got the radium,
they lost no time before investigating its properties, M.
Curie taking the physical and Madame the chemical, and
for many months hardly a number of the Comptes Rendus
appeared without the announcement of some new and
striking property of radium.   One made by MM. Curie
and Laborde was that the temperature of the radium salt
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